Anti – Bullying Policy
We, at Phillomena Dance School pride ourselves on the relationships that are built within our
community. However, in accordance with the requirements of the Education (Welfare) Act
2000 and the code of behaviour guidelines issued by the NEWB, The Phillomena Dance
School needs to adopt an anti-bullying policy within the framework of the school’s overall
code of behaviour.
1. The school recognises the very serious nature of bullying and the negative
impact that it can have on the lives of pupils and is therefore fully committed to
the following key principles of best practice in preventing and tackling bullying
behaviour:
●

A positive school culture and climate which● is welcoming of difference and diversity and is based on
inclusivity;
● encourages students to disclose and discuss incidents of bullying
behaviour in a non-threatening environment; and
● promotes respectful relationships across our community;

Bullying is unwanted negative behaviour, verbal, psychological or physical conducted, by an
individual or group against another person (or persons) and which is repeated over time.
The following types of bullying behaviour are included in the definition of bullying:
●
●
●

deliberate exclusion, malicious gossip and other forms of relational bullying,
cyber-bullying and
identity-based bullying such as homophobic bullying, racist bullying, bullying
of those with disabilities or special educational needs.

Isolated or once-off incidents of intentional negative behaviour, including a one-off offensive
or hurtful text message or other private messaging, do not fall within the definition of bullying
and should be dealt with, as appropriate, in accordance with the school’s code of behaviour.
However, in the context of this policy, placing a one-off offensive or hurtful public
message, image or statement on a social network site or other public forum where
that message, image or statement can be viewed and/or repeated by other people
will be regarded as bullying behaviour.
Negative behaviour that does not meet this definition of bullying will be dealt with in
accordance with
the school’s code of behaviour.

All incidents of bullying will be taken extremely seriously and may result in the students
and/or parents being asked to leave the school.

